
American woman with her kids in Holland’s free market 
 
April 30, a national holiday as the Queen’s day, is always the liveliest festival in Holland every 
year. Local people like to hold booth in flea market that day and a lot of events are carried on as 
well. Beer, food, music, dancing …big party countrywide full with orange color. Tourists are all 
enjoy the event very much. 
 
It is very fine day this Queen’s Day, and more tourists than ever. I bring camera and IC record to 
interview around, however it is too noisy to talk. Then I step in residential area to find some quite 
place. It doesn’t take much time to find a mother with her kids sitting in front of the booth. They 
are all in orange. Mother is painting something on her child’s face, looks peace and happy. 
 
The mother told me that her name is Martha, American. She has moved to Holland for ten years. 
The kid in front of her with long blonde hair is not her daughter but her two and half years old 
second eldest son Dillon. Her 8- year old eldest son is playing around. There are some used goods 
and handmade art work by kids in his booth. I asked Martha how the business here is; she said it 
was pretty good. She sold all her elder son’s handmade stuff in the morning. I was very curious 
about what kind of art work it was; she said it was a wood plate with a couple of holes on it, which 
you can through things in. Kids all like it very much, and ask their parents to buy it. I know it is 
hard to get a booth in Queen’s day, but Martha said that it was not that hard in this area. Her 
friend drove the van all the way for the south part of Holland and got here in the evening a day 
before. Her friend camped here to get a good place.  
I simply assumed that Martha’s husband must be a Dutch, so that she could blend into the local 
culture such well. But Martha told me that both she and her husband are foreigners. It doesn’t 
affect anything for them to celebrate the day. In the past ten years, they only missed once when 
they are both on a trip overseas. Even in her nine-month, she joined the event. 
 

 
  


